TIPS FOR PREPARING AND TESTIFYING AT LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS

Additional Tips

· Consider yourself an additional source of information. 

· Legislators have limited time, staff if any, and interest on any issue. 

· They can’t be as informed as they might like on all issues. 

· You can fill the information gap.

· Make the legislator aware of any personal connection you may have. 

· If you have friends, relatives, and/or colleagues in common, let them know.

· Don’t “burn any bridges”. It is easy to get very emotional over issues you feel strongly about. 

· That’s fine, but be sure you leave on good terms so that you can go back to the legislator again. 

· Remember, your strongest opponent on one issue may be your strongest ally on another. 

You don’t like to be scolded, pestered, or preached to. Neither do public officials.

Be Specific

When constituents speak, lawmakers listen. However, being an advocate requires us to be specific. This is true across the board - from improved roadways and bridges, to better public schools, to disability rights, the voice of advocacy must be unified in order for the message to be heard. Lawmakers need to hear from you, and they need to know exactly what it is you need from them, before any action can be taken.
“A small group of concerned citizens has the power to change the world.”
Mahatma Gandhi
Know the Issue

· Be well versed on the bill you are addressing.

· Know pertinent history of bill.

· Legislation in other states.

· What pros and cons of bill are.

· Anticipate the points of the opposition. 

· If more than one person is providing testimony, someone should assume responsibility for planning content of each person's testimony at the hearing. 

· Try not to repeat the same points. 

Prepare

· Prepare written testimony.  Provide each member of the committee with a copy. 

· Know how many members are on the committee in advance. 

· You can find committees at www.gencourt.state.nh.us/ 

· The testimony should be typed. 

· It should be brief and concise, but informative. 

· Your name and address should be included. 

· Provide your personal story or experience with the issue, rather than just opinions. 

· Prepare your verbal testimony so that it represents a summary of your written testimony. 

· If you are not comfortable summarizing your written testimony, it is ok to read your remarks.

Arrive Early

· On the day of the hearing, arrive early so that you can meet with others in the group and sign in to testify. 

· Those that do not testify should sign in to indicate their position on the bill. 

The Hearing Begins

· The committee chair will begin the hearing by announcing the bill and calling people to testify 

· Sponsors and legislators usually go first. 

· Then state agencies, organizations and the general public. 

You’re Turn

· When your name is called, proceed to the table.

· Introduce yourself by name, and organization (if appropriate). 

Generally, one begins testimony with a statement such as the following:

· Madame (or Mr.) Chair, my name is John Smith, and I appreciate this opportunity to address the committee to express my support of House Bill 350." 

Be Brief

· Keep your testimony as brief as possible, between two and three minutes.

· Refer to the written material you have provided. 

Questions?

· Be prepared to answer questions of the committee members. 
· Answer as completely, honestly, concisely, and politely as possible.  
· If you do not know an answer to a question, say you don’t know the answer but would be willing to find out. 
· Do not make up answers.
You’re the Expert

· Remember that you are an expert in this area.

· You are providing information that will guide legislators in their decision making. 
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